SAMPLE NEWSLETTER BLURB

Vote “Yes” Nov. 3rd for Clean Water, Open Space and our Children!

Thanks to hard work by the NJ Keep It Green Campaign, voters will have an opportunity on the November ballot to continue the State's investment in preserving clean water, working farms, natural areas, parks and historic sites.  We urge you to “Vote Yes” on Public Question #1 and consider joining the campaign at www.njkeepitgreen.org or the Facebook page named NJ Keep It Green.

On June 25th, the NJ Assembly and Senate voted with bipartisan support to let voters decide on a $400 million bond issue, which would ensure that vital preservation efforts continue and cost households just $10 per year.  The Governor signed the legislation on August 18th.

The timing couldn't be more urgent. The state fund that helps our local efforts to preserve natural areas and water quality, create parks, and preserve farmland and historic buildings is essentially empty.  If voters don't approve the 2009 ballot measure and new funds, the state's preservation efforts will grind to a halt  .

Now, we have [just two months] to remind our friends and neighbors of how much we depend on continued open space investments!  Land prices are low and our preservation dollars go further now, as development pressure and land values are sure to rise again. 

These dollars are a very wise investment.  A  recent study found that every $1 invested through the bond measure would return $10 in value, in the form of ecosystem services (such as water purification, waste treatment and flood mitigation), natural goods (such as fish and farm products), and outdoor recreation activities across the entire state.  The bond measure would also create jobs restoring historic sites and natural areas, and building parks.

The Public Question also requires full public disclosure of all spending on clean water and land projects to keep New Jersey green, and there is citizen oversight  through the Garden State Preservation Trust, which approves all projects.

To continue living in a state where we can enjoy clean water, connect with nature and wildlife, and preserve farms and local treasures, and enable our children and grandchildren to do the same, it's important that we spread the word about voting Yes on Public Question #1 in November!

Please don't hesitate to contact Kelly.Mooij@njaudubon.org to become involved, or visit www.njkeepitgreen.org and the NJ Keep It Green page on Facebook. More than ever, now is the time to let people know why New Jersey's open space investments make such ecological, and economic, good sense!

