ADVOCATES FOR NEW JERSEY HISTORY
POSTION PAPER REGARDING GOVERNOR CHRISTIE’S

FY 12 BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR

THE NEW JERSEY HISTORICAL COMMISSION


At its meeting on March 8, 2010, the Board of the Advocates for New Jersey History adopted the following position regarding Governor Christie’s FY12 Budget proposal for the New Jersey Historical Commission:
1. The History Advocates applaud the Governor’s proposal to honor both the letter and the spirit of the Hotel/Motel Tax legislation by funding the Historical Commission, the Cultural Trust, the Arts Council and Travel and Tourism at no less than the “poison pill” minimums called for by law. We appreciate that this call for level funding is an extraordinary vote of confidence during these most challenging times, one that recognizes the crucial role that New Jersey’s History organizations play in preserving our landmarks, educating our schoolchildren and contributing to the economic vitality of our communities.

2. The History Advocates do seek a separate funding source to support five New Jersey “icons” that have traditionally received direct State support: four History organizations (The Battleship New Jersey, Old Barracks Museum, Save Ellis Island and Historic Morven) and one Arts organization (The Newark Museum). Without the approximately $5 million in State funding that these icons received in FY10, their activities will be significantly curtailed and several may be threatened with extinction.

3.  The History Advocates request that the $5 million to fund these five New Jersey icons be appropriated from that portion of the Hotel/Motel tax revenue that currently goes to the General Fund. We consider this source of funding to be particularly appropriate since New Jersey’s cultural attractions are a significant draw for the overnight visitors to New Jersey who pay the Hotel/Motel Tax.
4. The History Advocates request that funding for the five New Jersey icons NOT be “carved out” of the grant programs of the New Jersey Historical Commission and the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, as was partially the case in FY10. Carving out FY10 funding levels for the four History icons would amount to 103% of the Historical Commission’s $2.7 million proposed budget – an obvious impossibility that would devastate the nearly 100 other History organizations throughout the State that depend on Historical Commission grant funding.

5. The History Advocates request that funding for the five New Jersey icons NOT be “carved out” of the corpus of the New Jersey Cultural Trust, as was the case in FY11 (when $4 million was taken from the Cultural Trust to fund The Battleship New Jersey, The Newark Museum and the Old Barracks Museum). By its enabling legislation, the Cultural Trust was set up as an endowment fund for our entire cultural community, whose principal was to be left untouched so that its interest could provide annual grant support to our state’s History and Arts organizations. If anything further is drawn down from the Cultural Trust, it will no longer have sufficient principal to enable the continued awarding of these annual grants, thereby removing an important funding source for our already –stressed cultural community.
